Conference on Towards Pre-Clinical Gene Transfer
This conference will be held at Bellaterra, Spain from 1-5 February. It precedes the Course on In Vivo Gene Delivery, also arranged by VectEuroTrain. Topics will include: 
Practical Course on In Vivo Gene Delivery
The Course, offered by VectEuroTrain, will be held in Barcelona, Spain from 6-14 February. It will cover basic techniques of organ-specific gene transfer, functional evaluation, imaging, biodistribution, toxicology of gene transfer. The clinical success of gene therapy depends critically on our understanding of the basic mechanisms underlying gene transfer. In addition, clinical development of therapy based on gene transfer requires systematic pre-clinical studies in animal models. This course offers training in gene therapy including in vivo administration of vectors into brain, liver, lung and muscle. It will be opened to young European researchers who will be selected on application. Sessions on ethical and regulatory issues as well as on the bio-safety of gene transfer, will be web-cast to allow the largest number of scientists in academia, industry and regulatory agencies to join the discussion, expose the state of the art and discuss future perspectives for gene therapy. For further information, please see www.vecteurotrain.org.
Information and reports available

CCAC Guidelines on Institutional Animal User Training
The Canadian Council on Animal Care (CCAC) 'Guidelines on Institutional Animal User Training' have been produced by the Education and Training Committee of the CCAC; the publication is the fourth in a series which identify best practice in relation to the care and use of animals for experimental purposes. They are intended to be used in implementing the CCAC National Institutional Animal User Training Program and present training requirements for institutional animal users (including investigators, post-doctoral fellows, research staff and graduate students) which will become mandatory for those participating in the CCAC Assessment Program. The Canadian Council on Animal Care believes that the guidelines will assist institutions in ensuring that their training programmes are adequate, and will help establish a national standard for such programmes. This programme is flexible and modular so as to enable institutions to ensure that training is tailored to the needs of individuals using animals within their facilities. It is hoped that the syllabus will assist institutions in ensuring that appropriate core material is included. For further details, please refer to http://www.ccac.ca/english/gui_pol/ gdlines/niaut/TRAINING.HTM.
Guidelines on the care and use of bats
The Canadian Council on Animal Care (CCAC) species-specific recommendations on bats has been published on the CCAC website http:// www.ccac.ca/english/gui_pol/GUFRAME.HTM alongside the CCAC guidelines on the care and use of wildlife. These species-specific recommendations complement existing guidelines on the care and use of wildlife by providing information on 'best practices' for the various species groups covered in the more general guidelines. It is expected that recommendations will evolve as new information becomes available, and the guidance will be published only on the website so as to facilitate periodic updates.
Investigators and animal care committees are invited to submit information concerning improvements in procedures involving bats. These will be peer-reviewed and considered for inclusion in the next version of the CCAC recommendations on bats.
NIH Design Policy and Guidelines
The Office of Research Facilities, Division of Policy and Program Assessment (DPPA), National Institutes of Health (NIH) has updated its Design Policy and Guidelines, the primary document used to design and construct facilities for the NIH.
The document represents a large body of knowledge gathered from many sources and is intended to provide guidance to the architect and engineer (A/E) contractor and ORF staff in the preparation of NIH construction contract documents and to promote excellence in the process of planning, programming, designing, and constructing NIH facilities. It establishes policy, design standards, and technical criteria for use in programming, designing and constructing new buildings, and major and minor alterations for the NIH. This document applies to the design and construction for all NIH facilities in the US, including those owned by the NIH and those that are leased by the Federal Government for use by the NIH.
The Spring 2003 edition and the earlier 1996-2000 edition of the guidelines are available on the web at http://des.od.nih.gov/eWeb/ policy/html/index.html.
Release of the Import Risk Analysis Handbook 2003
This memorandum advises stakeholders of the release of the Import Risk Analysis (IRA) Handbook 2003 which was released in August 2003 and replaces the previous version issued in 1998.
The 1998 IRA Handbook was introduced as part of the Government's response to the recommendations of the report of the Australian Quarantine Review Committee (sometimes known as the 'Nairn Report'). It was envisaged at that time that a review of the handbook would take place in light of experience, and this review commenced in 2000. The review involved consultation with domestic and international stakeholders, including a public call for comments in April 2000 and September 2001. The Import Risk Analysis Handbook is accessible on the AFFA website at www.affa.gov.au.
Quality Laboratory Animal Care
In May 2003, AAALAC International (the Association for Assessment and Accreditation of Laboratory Animal Care) held a 2-day conference, 'Trends and Expectations: The AAALAC Conference on Quality Laboratory Animal Care'. AAALAC has since produced a CD-ROM that includes the conference's 13 feature presentations on topics such as: an overview of trends in laboratory animal care reported by AAALAC evaluators over the last 4 years; effective oversight; occupational health and safety; and issues related to laboratory animal management, facilities and veterinary care. Each CD-ROM is US$100. To download an order form, visit: http://www.aaalac.org/images/Trends_Conference_ CD.pdf or send an e-mail to accredit@aaalac.org.
Comments
Solvay Pharmaceuticals Award to Professor P. A. Flecknell
On 3 February 2003, Professor P. A. Flecknell received an 'encouragement award' for services to laboratory animal anaesthesiology, from Solvay Pharmaceuticals at Weesp in The Netherlands. The cheque, worth 10,000, was awarded for his digital education project, 'Promoting refinement of animal experiments through education-the digital teaching materials project'. The citation recognizes his contribution to optimizing procedures for anaesthesia and analgesia and for the refinement of laboratory animal experiments. An account of an interview with Professor Flecknell can be found on the website at http://www.lal.org.uk/pdffiles/interview.pdf and details of the training materials which he has produced can be found on www.digires.co.uk.
The Merck 2002 Animal Alternatives Award
Drs Hilton Klein and Thomas Nolan, laboratory animal veterinarians, have been jointly awarded the 2002 Animal Alternatives Award. The award recognizes Merck employees worldwide for developing and publishing initiatives on the reduction, refinement or replacement of animals in drug discovery efforts. The award recognizes a jointly published paper that described innovative techniques using miniaturized animal models to facilitate drug discovery and development. This novel technology is now being used in Merck research in areas such as obesity, diabetes, cancer and vaccines, and will ultimately benefit both human and animal health. The award demonstrates the critical role that laboratory animal veterinarians play in furthering important biomedical research.
Thailand drafting laboratory animal cruelty law
The chairman of Thailand's National Research Commission's committee on research animals has expressed concern about reports that Thai scientists may permit their assistants to kill laboratory animals using cruel methods such as decapitation and drowning. He was of the opinion that the cruelty may result from a reluctance by scientists to carry out the killing themselves, and who in consequence delegate responsibility for this to their assistants. The assistants are either careless or not familiar with the regulations on treatment of laboratory animals, which have been widely distributed. The Commission is drafting new legislation to ensure the humane treatment of research animals. 
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